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A NEIGHBOUR OF THE “LOST VALLEY” TRIBES OF NEW GUINEA: A TARI TRIBESMAN IN 
FULL ARRAY, STANDING BESIDE ONE OF THE “FIGHTING DITCHES” OF THE DISTRICT. 


In our issues of July 10 and September 4 last year we published an article and adds great interest to the colour photographs taken by Mr. Lloyd Yelland, 
numerous photographs on the so-called ‘lost valley ’'’ of New Guinea, the Officer-in-Charge of Medical Services at Tari, which are reproduced on these two 
“‘Shangri-la’’ among the Muller and Karius Ranges ; and also on the Tari pages. The tribesman shown above is wearing the characteristic wig, the back 
district and its tribesmen. The Tari natives are the nearest neighbours to the tuft of leaves and frontal ‘‘ sporran In his belt is a cassowary bone dagger and 
newly-discovered tribes of the landlocked valleys, and it is now fairly clear that he carries an unstrung bow and arrows ; and over his shoulder is the kiapa, or 
they are very similar in culture, dress and agricultural methods—-a fact which tring bag, in which he carries most of his portable possessions. 
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AN ADMINISTRATION PATROL CROSSING A NATIVE-STYLE BRIDGE MADE FROM JUNGLE 
VINES AND BAMBOO. THOUGH APPARENTLY FLIMSY, THESE BRIDGES CARRY A GOOD LOAD, 
BUT FOR EUROPEANS THEIR CROSSING CALLS FOR STEADINESS AND NERVE. 
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IN THE TARI COUNTRY BUILDING A TEMPORARY BRIDGE 
PRIMITIVE NEW GUINEA TRIBES HAVE DEVELOPED 
INGENUITY IN BUILDING SUCH BRIDGES. « 


A DISTRICT SERVICES PATROL 
OVER A SWOLLEN STREAM. 
CONSIDERABLE SKILL AND 





A GROUP OF TARI TRIBESMEN 
PAGE. 
PANDANUS LEAVES AND DECORATED WITH RED OCHRE. 


IN CEREMONIAL GARB--COMPARE WITH THE PREVIOUS 
THE LARGE LABEL-LIKE OBJECT IS THE PURIABA, OR “ TAIL-PIECE,’?’ MADE FROM 
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INITIATION CEREMONY 
FOR THREE DAYS, 


TRIBESMEN WHO HAVE ‘**GRADUATED"’ IN THE FINAL 
BEEN UNDER SEVERE DISCIPLINE, WITH LITTLE SLEEP 
HENCE THEIR SOMEWHAT DAZED EXPRESSION. 


FROM THE STONE AGE TO TO-DAY 


The Tari Basin, the home of the tribesmen shown in the colour photographs on this page, 
lies in central New Guinea, on the southern side of the Muller Range, which’ forms the 
backbone of the eastern end of the island. It has only recently been brought under 
Australian Government control ; and indeed, in her article in our issue of July 10, 1954, 
Miss K. Vellacott-Jones wrote : ‘‘ The Tari people somersaulted from the Stone Age into 
the twentieth century when the first Administration station was established in the valley 
in the middle of 1952.’’ At this date, however, they had a somewhat elaborate agricul- 
tural system and also a fondness for tribal wars, usually conducted on an almost “ sporting "’ 
system, hostilities generally breaking off when it was felt that honour and the desire for 
a little had been Since the coming of the Administration tribal 
warfare been under a ban and differences are submitted to the arbitration the 
courts ; and the Tari tribesmen have welcomed the Australian administrators and have 
co-operated with them willingly. They have cheerfully laboured to create an airstrip and 
in making roads. The “ fighting ditches '’ shown on the previous page, besides acting as 
fences against destructive animals, and boundaries, were also used as footpaths. 
15 to 20 ft. deep, with almost vertical sides, and formed a formidable 
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THE FACIAL DECORATIONS OF TARI TRIBESMEN DRESSED FOR AN IMPORTANT CEREMONY 
THE MAKE-UP TAKES SEVERAL HOURS TO PREPARE, AND EACH MAN PAINTS HIS FRIEND’S 
FACE, AND THE ROLES ARE THEN REVERSED. 
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A TARI TRIBESMAN WEARING HIS ‘ EVERYDAY ’’ WIG, DECORATED WITH THE YELLOW 
AND PURPLE EVERLASTINGS SPECIALLY GROWN FOR THE PURPOSE. ROUND HIS NECK IS 
THE PRECIOUS A/\4 OF MOTHER-OF-PEARL SHELL 


YEARS: TARI TRIBESMEN OF NEW GUINEA. 


or three years ago, inter-tribal fighting has ceased, except for occasional small isolated 
clashes, and the natives no longer use the ditches as ‘‘ walk-ways.’’ Instead they are 
building standard-type roads under Government encouragement and using these in their 
visits to the Station. As yet there is no use for money in the area and the tribesmen are 
paid for labour in trade goods, the most popular being types of sea-shells which are used 
for making ceremonial and ornamental garb and which were formerly brought into the 
district over the ancient trade routes to the coast. Other items much in demand are 
tomahawks and knives, cosmetic paints for facial and body decoration, salt and looking- 


glasses. Possession of a mirror enables a native to make his own facial decoration 
and adjust the ornamenting of his wig. Until mirrors were introduced recently, these 


tasks could only be done by a friend, and no one had the pleasure of seeing himself 


occasions. The standard everyday dress of a Tari 


all dressed up for key ceremonial 

man is a wig, mother-of-pearl shell round his neck and a string of smaller giri-giri 
shells, his kiapa or string-bag, a narrow G-string which supports a frontal apron of 
woven string and a ‘‘sporran'’ decorated with the tufts of pigs’ tails, and at the back 
a cluster of leaves. In his waist band he carries a bone ornamental dagger made 
from the thigh bone of a cassowary. 


in Charge of Medical Services at Tari 
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WITH HER BABY CLINGING TO HER WITH ITS FEET, WINGS AND TEETH : A GREATER HORSESHOE 
BAT BANKING SHARPLY BENEATH THE RAFTER OF AN OLD BARN AS SHE CARRIES HER 
YOUNG ON HER UNDERSIDE. 


THE RECORDING SCHEDULE: A YOUNG GREATER HORSESHOE BAT BEING 
OF THIS TYPE OF RESEARCH IT HAS BEEN FOUND THAT BATS 
LOSE ABOUT A THIRD OF THEIR WEIGHT DURING HIBERNATION 


PART OF 
WEIGHED. AS A RESULT 


“RPROZEN” IN FLIGHT; AND AT REST: 


London News of June 24, 1950, and November 17, 1951, we 
Hooper and his wife and other 


In The Illustrated 
illustrated some aspects of the work which Mr. J. H. D 
members of the Devon Spelwological Society are carrying out in a study of the habits of 
Hooper, who has taken the remarkable colour photo- 


cave-dwelling bats in Devon. Mr 
was able to “ freeze 


graphs of Greater Horseshoe bats which are shown on this page, 
the bats in flight with an electronic flash of 1: 3000th second. The great majority of 
the bats found in the Devon caves are the Greater and Lesser Horseshoe bats ( Rhinolophus 
ferrumequinum and R hipposideros ) The characteristic feature of these bats is the 
leaf-like nasal membrane, shaped like a horseshoe, which differs so markedly from the 


REVEALING IN DETAIL THE STRUCTURE OF THE WINGS: A FLYING GREATER HORSESHOE 
BAT ‘‘ FROZEN” BY THE 1: 3000TH SECOND ELECTRONIC FLASH AND SHOWING CLEARLY 


THE MEMBRANE STRETCHED BETWEEN ARMS, LEGS AND FINGER-BONES 


WITH LIPS CLOSED OR SLIGHTLY PURSED: A YOUNG GREATER HORSESHOE BAT SEEN IN 
A CLOSE-UP STUDY WHICH SHOWS THE CURIOUS LEAF-LIKE NASAL MEMBRANE WHICH 


HAS THE SHAPE OF A HORSESHOE 


UDIES OF GREATER HORSESHOE BATS. 


mouse-like noses of the other British bats. In one of the photographs on 


rather 
can be seen clinging to the underside of its mother with 


page (top, left), a young bat 
wings and teeth 
of its mother Mr. Hooper points out that in his photographs of Greater Horseshoe 
in flight the bats’ mouths appear in every instance to be closed or slightly pursed 
suggests that if the Greater Horseshoe bat emits 
then it appears to do so with its mouth closed 


in lending support to the theory that the characteristic nose-leaf play ome part in 


echo-location system employed by bats of this species 


The baby has long, dark, sleek fur, in contrast to the lighter colou 
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an observation which may be of value 
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WITH THICKLY-WOODED MOUNTAINS IN THE DISTANCE: PADDY (RICE) FIELDS IN 
FORMOSA, THE CHINESE NATIONALIST ISLAND OFF THE COAST OF THE CHINESE MAIN- 
LAND, WHERE THE CREATION OF SMALLHOLDINGS IS PART OF THE NATIONALIST POLICY. 
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HARVESTING IN THE PADDY-FIELDS : TWO RICE CROPS A YEAR AND, IN SOME PLACES, 
THREE, ARE THE BASIS FOR THE ECONOMY OF THE ISLAND OF FORMOSA, WHICH THE 
UNITED STATES IS PLEDGED TO PROTECT AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK. 


SHOWING, IN THE BACKGROUND, SOME OF THE GREAT MOUNTAINS OF THE ISLAND: 
A VIEW OF A WELL-CULTIVATED VALLEY IN FORMOSA, WHERE A POLICY OF LAND 
REFORM IS BEING CARRIED OUT. 


DRYING NOODLES: A COMMON SIGHT IN A FORMOSAN STREET. A FINE VARIETY OF 
NOODLE IS PREPARED BY STRETCHING AND THEN HANGING THEM UP TO DRY IN THE 
SUN, DRAPED OVER BAMBOO STICKS PLACED ACROSS A LARGE RACK. 


AN ISLAND OF PEACEFUL PROSPECTS AND DANGEROUS POLITICAL POSSIBILITIES: FAIR FORMOSA, 
WHICH THE UNITED STATES IS PLEDGED TO DEFEND AGAINST COMMUNIST AGGRESSION. 


Formosa or, to use the Chinese name, Taiwan —the 250-mile-long island off the Chinese 
mainland, held by General Chiang Kai-shek and the Nationalist Chinese (which the United 
States is pledged to defend from any possible Communist attack), is a most sensitive spot 
in the political alignment of this anxious world. It is a beautiful country, with majestic 
mountains, of which Niitaka Yama (14,270 ft.) and Setzu-Zan (12,480 ft.) are the most 
important. Most of the land under 1ooo ft. is cultivated, being used for growing crops or 
as grassland, but the mountain zone is heavily wooded. The broad belt of palms, banyans, 
cork-trees, camphor-trees, tree ferns and dense thickets which extends to a height of 
3000 ft., is succeeded by huge Cryptomerias and Chamecyparis, which again yield place 
to pines and short grass on the summits. The Nationalist Government is carrying out a 
big programme of land reform, with the object of insuring that farmers will own their own 
The majority of small farms average about three acres, and two rice crops and, in 
island economy. The population of 
It was 


land. 
a few places, three a year are the basis of the 
Formosa has increased very rapidly with the advent of the Chinese Nationalists. 
5,000,000 in 1935 and 10,000,000 last year, so it is obvious that food production is highly 


important to the national economy. Indeed, with the help of the United Nations and the 


United States, a good deal has been achieved, and it is officially stated that food produced 
is not only sufficient for home consumption, but also leaves a surplus for export. Much 
attention has been paid to the production of fertilisers, and every year since 1948 it has 
February and the early spring is the period when Formosa 
looks its most verdant, for it is then that the seedlings of new rice have turned the 
nursery-beds to the richest emerald green against the dark mud. The name of Formosa 
was given to the island by the early Spanish navigators ; the Japanese, who acquired it 
after the Sino-Japanese War of 1895, reverted to the old Chinese name of Taiwan, but 
Almost exactly bisected by the Tropic of Cancer, 
The agricultural products 


been necessary to import less. 


now it is usually referred to as Formosa. 
it has a tropical climate and is notable for its very rich flora. 
are rice, tea, sugar, sweet potatoes, ramie, jute and turmeric ; and camphor is worked in 
the forest under a Government monopoly. Mining of gold, silver, copper and coal is 
making steady progress, and a number of industries, including flour-milling, and the 
manufacture of glass, bricks and soap, and sugar refining, are carried on. Formosa is 
divided into five provinces—Taipei, Hsinchu, Taichung, Tainan and Takao—and the chiet 
towns are Taipei, the capital, Kaohsiung, Tainan, Taichung and Ki-lung. 





